Bags were Changed 


Brahmaji produced all living beings and then asked their 
desire. Man said—“I am quite intelligent but want to progress 
more. I wish that none else may be equal to me.” 

Brahmaji gave him two bags and said—“Hang them in 
your neck—one in front and the other on the back. Look for 
the qualities of others and keep them in the front bag. As for 
your own qualities, put them in the back side bag. Never think 
about them. Your intelligence will go on increasing.” 

Man happily returned with the bags, but forgot the 
instructions and hang the bags at a wrong position. He kept 
his own qualities in the front bag and always boasted about 
them. He could not learn from the qualities of others, as they 
were in the bag behind. 

He remained 
intelligent in his own 
eyes, while others 
considered him a fool. 
Prudent persons 
always behave as 
per directions of 
Brahmaji. They 
learn from others 
and never boast 
about themselves. 
They are always 
respected. 
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Be Self-dependent 


Like India, there are no labours in England. One person had 
too much luggage—boxes, beddings etc. He was calling a coolie. 

Another gentleman came and helped him in getting his 
luggage loaded in a buggy. That person considered him a coolie 
and wanted to pay for. The gentleman replied—“I am a bank 
manager. Seeing you in trouble, I stopped my car and came to 
help you. Why shall I take any money?” Saying so, he went away 
in his car. 

That person was impressed by the good Sanskars of that 
gentleman. He realized the value of self dependence and felt 
ashamed of his conduct. He resolved that in future he will do his 

a _work himself. 

= It is a matter of pride to do 

our own work and to be © 

ashamed of being 
dependent. 
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Honourable Income 


Three passengers were staying in one room of an inn. One 
was a beggar, one a farmer, while third one was a thief. In the 
night, they hung their bags on pegs and slept. 

In the quietness of night, the property in the bags started 
talking to each other. They wanted to be friends and wished that 
the properties in the three bags may mix up. 

Farmer’s bag said—“There is no harm in mixing, but then, 
what will be the future of hard-earned honest money?” 

Bags of thief and beggar realized their mean position and 
kept quiet. Money earned honestly by hard labour is always 
honoured and brings peace and prosperity in family and society. 
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Value of Discipline 


A person was going on a horse. Horse was thirsty. Rider 
saw a Rahat, where water was being pulled from a well. He 
moved the horse to that side, but due to the noise of Rahat, 
horse was not moving further. Rider ordered the farmer with 
vanity—“Stop the noise of the Rahat.” 

Farmer stopped the Rahat and horse moved further, but 
by that time, flow of water had stopped. Rider again 
ordered—‘“Start the flow of water.” 

Farmer politely said—“Water can flow only when Rahat 
is started and then there will be noise again. You please get 
down, hold the rein and let the horse drink water.” 

After the horse had quenched his thirst, farmer explained 
to the rider the importance of discipline in 
life. Even the smallest work can be 
properly done only by following rules 
correctly. 
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Small Things 


Ishwar Chandra Vidya Sagar was sitting on ajute bag ata 
person’s house. He had only that bag to offer for sitting. 

A rich man was going in a buggy and saw Ishwar Chandra 
sitting on ajute bag. He stopped and took him in his buggy. He 
said—“Sitting on a jute bag is insulting for you.” 

Ishwar Chandra replied—“Honour is not such a small 
thing which may go up or down, simply by sitting on ground.” 

A person becomes great due to his deeds. Objects of luxury 
are very small things. Any person may lead a luxurious life 
but one, who helps and serves others, is great. 
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Three Advantages of Medicine 


A patient of cough was taking several medicines but they 
had no effect. He was very gourmand (Chatora). He heard 
about a famous doctor and went to him. He said—“I can’t 
avoid spicy and tasty food but please cure me.” 

Doctor laughed and said—“Eat whatever you like, with 
my medicine. You will certainly get three advantages.” 

That gourmand asked—‘“What is that?” Doctor 
replied—“Thieves will not enter your house, dogs will not bite 
you and old age will never come. You will be cured or not, that 
I can’t say.” He started taking medicines alongwith his eating 
habits. One day, he told his doctor—“There is no cure, but 
what about the three advantages?” 

Doctor said—“If you will not change your eating habits, 
disease will be increased. You will remain awake in night, due 
to coughing. So thief will not enter. You will become weak and 
walk with a stick. So 
dogs will remain away 
and will not bite you. 
You will die as a young 
man, so old age will 
never come.” 

Now, he realized 
the adverse effect of 
his bad eating habit. 
He changed it and was 
cured. 
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Reward of Labour 


“Mother ! Babool plant does not need much care, yet it 
grows as a big tree”—said the son. Mother replied—“Yes my 
son”. 

Son again asked—“Rose plant is very small and grows in 
one year, but father tends them very carefully and works day 
and night to maintain them. Why so mother?” 

Now, she explained in detail and said—“Son ! Costly 


things can be acquired only by hard labour.” 
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Donkeys were Honoured 


Large number of donkeys lived in ajungle. They grazed freely 
and enjoyed the life. 

Once a fox cut ajoke with them. She came with a very sad face 
and told the donkeys—“I am extremely worried and you are so 
carefree. You don’t realize that a big calamity is about to come.” 

Donkeys said—“Sister ! Tell us what is the matter?” Fox 
replied—‘“I have heard with my own ears and seen by my own 
eyes. Fishes have formed an army and are about to attack you all. 
They are very strong and you may not face them.” 

Donkeys felt disturbed. They thought that why should they 
loose their lives in war? They may live somewhere else. So they 
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Seeing those perplexed donkeys, the village washerman 
warmly received them. He took them to his thatched hut, tied 
them with a rope to the peg and said—“You need not worry 
any more, I will defeat the army of fishes. You live here 
fearlessly. You will only have to carry some load for me.” 

Donkeys felt relieved but they are even today paying the 
heavy cost, by carrying the load. 
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Convert Loss into Gain 


A farmer had a field. Once, there was a fierce flood that 
took away the soil of his field. Farmer was dejected. His field 
had become a big pond. He thought over and acted 
intelligently. He started growing lotus, Singhara and other 
water crops. 

Farmer was sure that behind every loss, there is some 
gain. Old one is demolished to build a new building. Change is 
the law of this world. There are several ups and downs in life. 
One must have total faith on God and remain prepared for 
every situation. Every bad thing also has something good in it. 
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Never have Ego 


A sculptor used to cast idols and sell them in market. He 
trained this art to his son also. Both sold their idols in the 
market. Father was getting two rupees for his idols, but son 
could get hardly halfrupee. 

On return from market, father used to point out his mistakes 
and guide him to correct them. This continued for several years. 
Son was very intelligent, listened to his father very carefully 
and improved. His idols were now sold at rupees two. However, 
father continued to point his errors to refine his art. Son worked 
hard and now he was getting five rupees for his idols. 

But the father did not stop guiding him. One day, son said 
with irritation—“It has become your habit to find faults. My art 
is now much better than yours. I get rupees five while you get 
only rupees two.” 

Father said—“Son ! When I was of your age, I became 
egoistic and thought that I have perfected the art. Due to my 
ego, I stopped my efforts. 
to improve. Since then,I 
could not go above two, 
rupees. I don’t want you 
to commit same mistake. 
Efforts to improve must 
always continue so that 
one day, you may be the 
best sculptor.” 
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Qualities are more Valuable 


A village boy went in search of job. He got some homely 
works like cutting wood, looking after cattle, etc. His 
employer was pleased to see his honesty and devotion to duty. 

His daughter was of marriageable age and loved this boy. 
She wanted to marry him. When the proposal came before her 
father, he totally refused. He was not prepared to marry his 
daughter with a poor boy and thus spoil her life. 

The boy was extremely pained. He worked hard to 
improve his qualities and status. After 25 years, he became 
the President of America. His name was Garfield. 

Now the father of that girl realized that the qualities are 
more valuable than money. 
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Welfare of Sinners 


Once Christ was sitting and eating with some low caste 
sinners and dirty people. Seeing this, his opponent told his 
disciples—“Your Guru, whom you call son of God and a pious 
soul, loves mean and sinful persons. He is having meals with 
them. How do you expect us to respect him and to follow his 
words?” 

Christ overheard it and very politely said—“Brother ! 
Doctor is needed to serve and cure diseased persons and not 
healthy ones. Sinful and mean persons are in great need to 
understand and follow religious precepts, than those, who 
already follow religion. I want welfare of sinful persons. They 
need me badly. My job is to bring ignorant persons on the 
righteous path.” 
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True Religion 


A disciple had the ego of being a great religious person. 
His Guru noticed it and wanted to teach him a lesson. 

One day, they stayed at the house of a cultured 
householder. Farmer had brought one mango and gave it to 
his wife. She did not eat it and gave it to a small child. Child 
offered it on the feet of Guru. 

Now Guru explained to his disciple—“Son ! This is true 
religion. Whatever you have, give that to others generously.” 
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Flower’s Message 


A garden was blooming with flowers. One day thorn said to 
flower—“Dear flower! It is morning and gardener is coming this 
side. Now be prepared to get the punishment of your simplicity, 
gentility and service to others. If you had followed my advice and 
remained hard and cruel, none could dare to touch you.” 

Flower listened and smiled but said nothing. Gardener 
plucked the flower and kept in the basket. Thorn laughed with 
vanity and pricked the fingers of old gardener. He abused and 
cursed the thorn and went away. 

After few days, someone brought the dried flowers from the 
temple and put them, on the roots of trees. Thorn saw the dried 
flower, laughed and said—“Oh dear ! Now you might have 
realized the sad plight of being a generous person ?” 

Soul of that flower said—“Dear ! This is your thinking. You 
are committing the sin of pricking others and also get cursed and 
abused. Every life has an 
end but surrendering to 

divinity and spreading 
' happiness in the 
world gives immense 
pleasure and 
satisfaction. You 
have been deprived 
for ever from the 
honour that I have 
got. I am in profit 
from all angles 
while you are at a 
loss.” 
Realizing the truth 
of flower’s message, 


a 
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~> 
= thorn was ashamed. 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 


www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


15 


12 


Savitri-Satyavan 


Rajkumari Savitri was very learned, meritorious and 
beautiful. When she grew to marriageable age, she decided to 
marry some ideal person. She was searching some suitable person. 
She met a young woodcutter. He appeared to be from some 
respectable family. On enquiry, he told—“My parents have taken 
Vanprastha and are doing Sadhna in this forest. I have also 
abdicated the throne in favour of my brothers and have come here 
to serve my parents. To meet our needs, I cut wood and sell. I have 
already completed my education.” 

_. Rajkumari considered him to be most suitable and proposed 
=? for marriage. She also obtained permission 
f his parents and herself agreed to live 
a hard life with him. She was 
married with woodcutter Satyavan 
and lived in the forest happily. 
Time for Satyavan’s death 
came. Yamraj came to take his 
soul but could not put his hand 
on such an ideal pair and left 
him alive. 
_ Due to her ideal and 
inspiring character, Savitri 
ven won the heart of cruel 
_ Yamraj and became a 
| shining personality of 
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God is in Every Person 


Once a Kotwal went to meet Dadoo Maharaj. He saw a 
person cleaning the road and removing the thorns. 

He asked with vanity—“Where does Dadoo Maharaj 
live ?” Dadooji quietly pointed towards a hut nearby. 

Getting such a dry response, Kotwal became angry and 
abusing him went towards the hut. After sometime, Dadoo 
reached the hut, with a bundle of thorns. Kotwal noticed that 
he was the same person, whom he had abused. He felt sorry 
and begged pardon. 

Dadoo said—“It is not your fault. Problem is that you 
consider persons differently and treat them with such words. 

If you feel the presence of God in every human being, 

you would not do so. This bad 

habit will vanish 
automatically.” 

Kotwal resolved to do so 

and his life was changed 

thereafter. He saw God in 

.| » every person—rich or poor 

~.. and loved all. 
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Wicked Rajkumar 


One Rajkumar was of a very wicked nature. Once while 
taking bath, he slipped into the river and was swept away by 
water currents. Incidentally, a thick log was floating on which 
asnake and arat were also sitting. Rajkumar also managed to 
sit on it. 

A Sadhoo looked all this. He risked his life, jumped into 
flooded river and pulled the log to shore. It was a very cold 
dark night. He burned wood for warmth and gave the three 
whatever he had to eat. That night, all three lived in his hut. 


2 eS <a 
SS x 
ARMAW 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 


www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


In the morning, snake said—“Maharaj ! My name is 
Madhoop. I live in this forest. Whenever you need, please call 
me. I have jewels in my burrow and I will give them to you”. 

Rat also felt obliged to Sadhoo and said—“When you need 
wood, please call me. My name is Kusum. I will cut plants and 
branches to collect wood for you.” 

Now was the turn of Rajkumar. He was very arrogant and 
wicked. He said in a harsh tone—“You did not give me proper 
respect, so I will punish you.” On reaching home, he sent his 
servants to demolish Sadhuw’s hut. He had to get a new one for 
him. He thought that snake and rat were better than this 
ungrateful person. 
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Value of Wisdom 


Columbus, a sailor from Spain, was very courageous and 
simply on a boat, he sailed upto America and discovered a new 
country. His reputation spread far and wide and several 
functions were held to honour him. In such a dinner, someone 
said—“What is great in it? Just cross Atlantic and you will 
reach America. For such an ordinary thing, what is the need - 
for all this honour ?” 

After the dinner, Columbus placed a boiled egg on the table 
and said—“Some one from you may please make it stand up.” 

All tried their best but failed. Columbus took the egg and 
with his fingers made its one end plane and put the egg ina 
standing position. All shouted—“What is great in it ? We can 
also doit.” 

Columbus politely said—“You could do it, but you did ptr. 
In the absence of wisdom, even J 
simple things become °N 
impossible. Value is of , 
wisdom, not of labour. 
You could have also 
discovered America, 
but I used my wisdom 
and discovered. This 
can be done by each 
person.” 
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Family Values of Shastriji 


In 1949, Lal Bahadur Shastri was Home Minister in U.P 
Government. One day, some P.W.D workers came to his residence 
to fix a cooler. Children became very happy to think that this time 
they will be enjoying summer in comfort. 

When Shastriji came home in evening, the cooler was being 
fixed. He immediately directed the workers on phone to remove it. 
His wife said—“Why are you refusing this facility that you are 
getting without asking ?” 

Shastriji said—‘“It is not necessary that I may always remain a 
minister. Also we will become used to it. Soon our daughters are to 
be married. If they could not get such facilities after marriage, they 
would face problems. What will happen then?” 

Shastriji got these Sanskars from his mother and passed on to 
his family, so that children may become meritorious and 
Sanskarwan. They may not be used to the facilities attached with 
their father’s post. They may fit in every situation. 

This is how he reached to the highest post in the country and 
also made his children Sanska 
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River and Rock 


River was flowing on. A big rock came in its way. Rock 
checked the flow of river and said—‘“Sister ! Relax for some time, 
you must be tired. None will appreciate your generosity. Why 
work so hard?” 

River listened to rock and thanked for his good wishes. She 
did not stop and said—“Self-satisfaction that I get by this is 
more valuable. Why shall I care for the views of other people ?” 

Great men only look at the goal. They move on to greatness 
without expecting any return or reward. Only the ordinary 
persons want returns. 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 


www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


23 


Presence of God 


Shwetaketu was again and again forcing his Guru 
Uddalak to show him God. Guru took some salt and dissolved 
in water. He then asked Shwetaketu to taste it. Water was 
saltish but salt was not visible. 

Guru now explained—“Just like salt God is also dissolved 
in this world. He is present in each and every, big or small 
thing. His presence can be felt but he cannot be seen”. 

He further said—“Remember that his presence can be 
experienced only by a person, who has pure and pious mind.” 
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Choose the Path of Virtues 


A hunter went for hunting with bow and arrow. That day, he 
could not get any big animal. With great difficulty, he could catch 
a small rabbit and returned back with it on his horse. He forgot 
the path to his village. He saw a boy, feeding birds under a tree 
and asked—“Can you tell me the path to my village?” 

Boy replied—“I have heard about two paths—one path goes 
to hell, which is easily available to cruel persons like you. Other 
path is of doing virtuous acts like me. This leads to heaven. It is 
for you to choose. Don’t ask and go on that path.” 

These words pinched his heart. He freed the rabbit and 
resolved to leave hunting forever. as = 
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Self-dependence 


A fox, with its two kids, lived in a field. One day, farmer and 
his two sons, were walking near the field. Father said—“Sons ! 
Crop is ripe. Call the servants tomorrow and cut the crop.” Kids 
were frightened and told it to fox. Fox said—“Don’t worry. 
Nothing will happen.” 

Servants did not come next day. Father said—“Sons! At least 
bring our neighbours. Tomorrow, we must cut the crop.” Kids 
wanted to run away, but the fox again refused. 

Third day farmer said—“Sons ! How long we will remain 
dependent on others ? Tomorrow come with sickles and we will 
cut the crop ourselves. Fox listened this and asked its kids—“Now 
let us leave the field at once.” 

Kids said—“We were asking you to leave but you refused. 
Now, why today you want to go?” 

Fox replied—“When one depends on others for some work, 
that can not be done on time. But when he himself plans to do it, 
there can be no delay. Today, farmer has decided to do it himself, 
as such, we must leave at once”. 

Self-dependence is the best policy. 
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Old Woman’s Advice 


Those days Shivaji was busy in guerilla war with Moghuls. One 
night, he reached the hut of an old woman. He was tired and hungry} 
and requested her to give something to eat. She had some rice whict 
she gladly cooked and served before the guest. Shivaji was very 
hungry and in his eagerness to eat, he put his fingers in cooked hot 
rice. His fingers had burning sensation, which he had to cool by 
puffing. 

Surprised old lady looked at him and said—“Soldier ! You look 
like Shivajii and it seems you are equally foolish.” 

Shivajii was stunned and asked—“Please, tell Shivaji’s 
foolishness and also mine.” 

Old lady said—“Instead of eating slowly cold rice from the 
margin, you first tried at the center and got your fingers burnt. 
Same foolishness is being done by Shivaji. Instead of first attacking 
and winning small forts lying at distant places and thereby 
increasing his strength, he attacks big forts and gets defeated.” 

Shivaji got a great lesson and correct 
advice. He followed it. 
Now, he first won 
small states and forts, 
then the bigger ones 
and went on winning. 
) With small victories, 
' his power increased 
' and finally, he won. 
Small steps lead to 
ultimate success. 
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Reap as you Sow 

Two devotees became Sanyasi and left everything to God. 
One day, a farmer brought food for them in two Thalis covered 
by cloth. When cloth was removed, they saw that one Thali 
had simple ordinary food while the other contained several 
delicious items. One Sanyasi asked—‘“Why this 
differentiation?” 

Farmer said—“This is as per your Sanskars. One became 
Sanyasi after leaving ordinary food, while other had left 
delicious food. Even after becoming Sanyasi your previous 
Sanskars might prevail”. Both Sanyasis bowed before him, 
treated him as Guru and moved on. 

Accumulated Sanskars don’t leave easily. 
They influence the mind again and again. 


We get as we think. We reap as we sow. 
a 
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Greed Destroys Prudence 


A vulture had blind parents. He used to fly in the morning 
to satisfy his appetite and also to bring flesh for his parents to 
eat. One day, a fowler had laid his net near a river and 
vulture was caught in it. He tried his best but could not free 
himself. He was distressed and feared that his parents may 
die of hunger. He started crying. 

Fowler asked vulture as to why he was crying? Vulture 
told all about his parents. Now fowler taunted and 
said—“Vulture ! Your eye sight is so fine that you can see 
even a needle from miles away. How you could not see the 
net?” 
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Vulture replied—“As long as mind and intelligence are under 
control, man does not get entangled in net. When greed overpowers 
intelligence, prudence is destroyed. Throughout my life, I have 
been looking for pieces of flesh and now I see nothing except them. 
When vision becomes narrow, one fails to see the truth. This is 
why, I could not see the net. But now, what is the use of lamenting ? 
I will have to suffer for my folly.” 

Fowler was impressed and said—“You are very true. I have also 
got alesson. I free you. Go and serve your parents, dear vulture.” 

Greed destroys prudence and creates problems for a person. 


SSS geeky 4 “Se: 
Bs SSS EEE HAO sce 
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Society First 


Annual session of Hindi Sahitya Sammelan was held at 
Indore under the Presidentship of Mahatma Gandhi. Seth 
Hukam Chand invited Gandhiji and other delegates for dinner 
at his home. He made elaborate arrangements. Food was served 
in silver utensils, while for Gandhiji, gold utensils were used. 

Gandhiji smiled. He used to carry his own aluminium 
utensils. He took those utensils from Kasturba for his dinner. 
Seth insisted to use his gold utensils but Gandhiji said—“I use 
only those things, which could be available to poor persons.” Seth 
Hukum Chand offered to donate gold utensils to Gandhiji for the 
use of country and then he took food in them. 

Public servants do everything in the interest of society. For 
them, society comes first. They also inspire others to use 
accumulated money for public welfare. 
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An old man remarried. He had a son 
from his first wife. Son was of tender 
age. When the old man was about to die, 
he called his old faithful servant and 
showed him the tree in the jungle under 
which he had buried his wealth and 
said—“When my son grows up or there 
is necessity, please tell him about this.” 

Sometimes, after his death, money 
' was required for running the house. 
Servant also became greedy. When 
asked about the money, he used to go 
upto that tree but always said—“I could 


not correctly locate that tree.” 
This happened several times. 

Son, though still young, was 
very clever and intelligent. He 
thought that treasure must be 
under that tree, upto which servant ~ 
goes every time. One day, he dug 
under that tree and got the 
treasure. ' 

Mother asked him—“How could 
you locate it?” a 

Son said—“Chor ki darhi mein... 
tinka hota hai. Guilty conscience is 
always suspicious.” 

One must always use prudence 
to find the truth. 
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Mother’s qualities Inherited by Child 


Rajkumar of Chittore was chasing a tiger. Injured tiger hid 
inside a bush. Rajkumar was moving around on his horse, but 
inspite of all efforts, tiger was not coming out. 

Farmer’s daughter saw this and said to Rajkumar—“Your 
movement on horse is damaging my fields. You go and sit under 
that tree. I will kill and bring the tiger for you.” She entered the 
bush with a strong cane and killed the tiger in combat. She 
pulled the tiger out of the bush and threw it before Rajkumar. 

Rajkumar was astonished to see her bravery and valour. He 
requested the farmer and married his girl. Later, she gave birth 
toason named, Hammir. He proved to be the greatest warrior of 
his time. 

Qualities and Sanskars of the mother are always 
5 inherited by the child. 
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